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Dear Parishioners,
It is with great pleasure and relief in understanding that all 
provincial restrictions on worship services have 
been lifted! We are able to open and resume 
services for all parishioners. Glory to God!  

We are translating the feast day of 
St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco 
the Wonderworker to: 

• Saturday, July 3rd - Vigil 6:00 pm

• Sunday, July 4th - Liturgy 10:00 am

• Sunday, July 4th - Vespers 4:00 pm; followed by a 
special Thanksgiving Moleben to St. John Maximovitch

It is not coincidental that services resume on the eve commemorating St. John the 
Wonderworker. Here is a link to the Moleben service asking for his continued 
intercessions any time.     

Other July Services

Holy Apostles Sts. Peter and Paul feast are translated this year 
Sat. July 10 - Vigil 6 pm      
Sun. July 11- Divine Liturgy 10:30 am;      
Sun. July 11 - Evening Vespers 4 pm

Sat. July 17 - Vigil 6 pm      
Sun. July 18 - Divine Liturgy 10:30 am; 
Sun. July 18 - Evening Vespers 4 pm 

Sat. July 24 - Vigil 6 pm      
Sun. July 25- Divine Liturgy 10:30 am; 
Sun. July 25 - Evening Vespers 4 pm
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Thank you! 

https://pravoslavie.ru/54575.html
https://pravoslavie.ru/54575.html
https://saintsophia.ca/moleben-to-st-john-the-wonderworker-of-shanghai-and-san-francisco/
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JULY  Saints’  Days                                                                      
Congratulations to Archpriest John, Reader Peter Ha., Reader Peter He., John P,  
John M, Paul, John L, Sergei R, Sergius B, Elizabeth C,  Alexandra C, Juliana T, Olga 
R. God grant you all many years!

Welcome! 


A warm and hearty parish welcome to Fr. Dcn. Olexandr (Savytskyi) 
and matushka Nataliya (Savytska)!                          

Originally from the Ukraine, they moved to Toronto 20 years ago. Archbishop 
Gabriel ordained fr. Olexandr to the diaconate 9 years ago, and he served at the 
St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco parish in Calgary, with the rector 
Hieromonk Sergiy. During past family holidays, fr. Olexandr and his family have 
visited our parish, and now with a daughter attending UVIC, they have moved to 
Victoria. With Archbishop Gabriel’s blessing, fr. Olexandr has been assigned to 
serve at St. Sophia. As restrictions have lifted, we will all get to know this lovely 
family with their 5 children (1 boy, 4 girls) better! We are so glad you are here!

Cerulean Warbler by 
Julia Halliday (Acrylic)

Look at the birds of the 
air: they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of 
more value than they?     
~ St. Matthew 6:26
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https://www.fatheralexander.org/booklets/english/saints_b_alexander_e.htm
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Name_day
https://www.fatheralexander.org/booklets/english/saints_july_aug.htm
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Congratulations   Archbishop  Gabriel


This year marks the       
25th anniversary of the 
archpastoral ministry of His 
Eminence Gabriel, Archbishop 
of Montreal and Canada. 

Excerpts here are from 
our Diocese website.  
(Interview by Tatiana 
Veselkina, New York) 

Among the ancestors of 
the archbishop’s mother's 
side is the writer Vasily 
Petrovich Avenarius, the 

author of works for children and youth. Vladyka himself… after leaving school, 
made a choice between the pedagogical and law faculties of the universities in 
Sydney and Canberra. But he decided to go to America, to Holy Trinity Seminary 
in Jordanville, where he studied the history of Russia well, and followed in the 
footsteps of his great-grandfather, who served in the Vyatka province and ended 
his life as a confessor of the Russian Church… And the New Martyr of Russia - 
Archbishop Pakhomiy (Kedrov) of Chernigov… 

…”With my grandmother Zoya Gavrilovna Chemodakova I spent all my 
childhood and adolescence. Her maiden name was Luchinina. Her father, 
Archpriest Gabriel Luchinin, was a priest in the Vyatka province and suffered 
from the Bolsheviks. In honour of him, I was named in the monastic tonsure. In 
2008, when the Council of the Russian Orthodox Church was held in Moscow, 
my relative invited me to go to Vyatka, where my great-grandfather served. 
And even earlier, in the early 1990s, my cousin, father Nikolai Karypov, who 
serves in Melbourne, traveled with his mother to Russia and visited Vyatka. It 
was just the time when access to the cases of the repressed was opened in the 
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Russian archives, and he got access to these documents. In the archive, Father 
Nikolai discovered that our great-grandfather had suffered in 1931. He 
apparently refused to accept the Declaration of Metropolitan Sergius 
(Stragorodsky) in 1927, and, as a result, he was deprived of all food rations and 
starved to death. We still have not been able to establish where he is buried. 
In 2008, we visited the churches where my great-grandfather served, among 
which is the three-altar temple in the village of Kobra, which in Soviet times 
housed a repair shop, and now the temple is in disrepair. I hope that in time it 
will be possible to settle the issue of naming the great-grandfather among the 
host of new martyrs and confessors of the Russian Church.” 
 
Did you manage to find other relatives in Russia? 
“Our relative turned out to be Archimandrite Anastasy (Zagarsky) who served in 
San Francisco, a cousin of our grandmother Zom, but for many years our family 
did not know about this, because as a former prisoner of war, he had to change 
his last name. In the world Boris Vladimirovich Shvetsov, Fr. Anastasiy was born 
in 1920 in Vyatka in the family of a priest. His father was shot after his arrest in 
1937. Father Anastasiy himself went through the Finnish and Great Patriotic War, 
during the last he was captured, in which he spent two and a half years. After 
World War II, he served in Argentina, then in the United States. 
Despite the fact that he lived in the United States for so many years, served here 
for 50 years, he wanted to die in Russia and in 2011, when he was over ninety, he 
left for his homeland and settled in the Tula region, in the Anastasov monastery, 
where he took the schema with named Averky. I met him at the monastery. 
Schema-Archimandrite Averky died on February 24, 2018, at the 97th year of his 
life.” 
 
Vladyka, how did your family's life in Australia begin? 
“Dad got a job as an engineer, learned English, and my mother taught English 
herself and knew it at a conversational level.They settled in the suburbs of 
Sydney and began to go to services at the Peter and Paul Cathedral. In the early 
1960s, my parents bought a house and moved to Cabramatta, where Father 
Rostislav Gan served, and where many knew and respected him… Father 
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Rostislav baptized me…and from the age of seven I began to serve him… He 
was an ascetic, strict with himself and others. He did not like it when the altar 
men behaved inappropriately, because we were in full view of the parishioners… 
Father Rostislav instilled in us a love for the church and a serious approach to 
ministry. He himself, as a true shepherd, served often, visited many, and 
repeatedly visited our home. He won the great love of the parishioners. When 
he passed away on December 8, 1975, an incredibly large crowd gathered for his 
funeral.” 
 
How did your family live? What else, besides the temple, was your 
childhood remembered for? 
“I am the youngest in the family. My two older sisters, Natalya and Tatiana, and 
my older brother Nikita were born in China. I also have an adoptive brother. We 
are both Georgii, therefore, so as not to confuse us, in childhood his name was 
Gosha, and me - Zhorik. My childhood in Australia was interesting and 
happy. And if my older sister Natalya remembered how in Harbin, with the 
advent of the communists, she had to stand in line for bread, then all my 
childhood was spent in wealthy Australia. Due to the big age difference, we 
played more with our adoptive brother, who is only 3 years older than me. At 
home we had a huge yard where my brother and I made a tennis court. 
Cabramatta is located 40 minutes from the ocean and on Sundays after the 
service we often went to the south coast, to the ocean, and spent the summer at 
the dacha.” 
 
When did you decide to become a priest? 
“In the early 1970s, my older brother Nikita went to Jordanville, to Holy Trinity 
Seminary. I was still a teenager at that time, but I remember his stories about the 
seminary, where students studied not only theology, but also lived among 
monks… I was finishing high school, and at that time I had a choice - to enter 
the University of Sydney at the Faculty of Education or in Canberra - at the 
law. But I went to America - to the seminary. I am glad that I had the 
opportunity not only to study at the seminary, but also to teach there for four 
years. This is a unique experience, this is a unique place where children from all 
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over the world come to study and gain spiritual experience. There I found 
representatives of tsarist Russia, one of whom was Archimandrite Cyprian 
(Pyzhov), the founder of foreign icon painting, a monastery confessor, whose 
spiritual child I also became. He himself was of noble birth; when he got to 
France from Constantinople, he worked there as an artist; learning about the 
monastery in Ladomirovo, he went there and took monastic vows there. 
Father Cyprian was an interesting person, he loved to talk about his childhood in 
Russia… After graduating from seminary in 1984, I stayed there to teach.”  
 
How long did you teach at the seminary? 
“Four years. After seminary, I planned to return to Australia, thought that I 
would get married and become a parish priest, like my older brother. But it 
turned out, as in the proverb: "If you want to make God laugh, tell Him about 
your plans." 
I returned to Australia, but in 1989 I was summoned by our then First Hierarch 
Metropolitan Vitaly (Ustinov) and appointed as his cell attendant, and later I 
became the cell attendant of our current First Hierarch, and then Bishop 
Hilarion of Manhattan. I performed this obedience until 1996, when I was 
tonsured a monk. 
The real shock for me was the proposal to become a bishop. This offer came to 
me, among other things, because of the illness in Australia of Archbishop Paul 
(Pavlov). Vladyka Hilarion and I had already traveled to Australia to help 
him. After praying, I accepted this offer. My consecration as Bishop of Brisbane 
took place on July 7, 1996. After my consecration, Vladyka Hilarion and I went 
together to Australia. But everything turned out in such a way that Vladyka 
Hilarion decided to stay in Australia, and I returned to New York and was 
appointed Bishop of Manhattan.” 
 
This year marks 25 years of your archpastoral ministry - What new 
character traits have you acquired over the years? 
“Over 25 years of service, communication with a variety of people, solving parish 
and diocesan problems, experience is undoubtedly accumulating, which helps me 
to treat people with understanding, love, teaches me to be more patient, 

Page 6



  Sophia Newsletter                                                                      
Issue #111  July 2021     

condescending to the weaknesses of my neighbours and always show attention 
to people and benevolence. This is the tradition of the archpastors of the 
Russian Church Abroad - to always be available to the flock, which is possible 
due to the fact that our Church is not so large in size. And people feel this 
closeness and strive to be part of our spiritual family.”

How did you celebrate Easter in Australia? 
“Like all Orthodox Christians, we were preparing for this most important event 
in the church year. During Holy Week we went to church for all major 
services. The temple was full of parishioners. No one missed the services, 
everyone waited with trepidation for Easter night - the most joyful of the year: a 
solemn procession of the cross, crowds of people, Easter chants that delight the 
soul. This is remembered from childhood for life! At home, my mother prepared 
different Easter dishes: Easter cakes, cheese Easter, jellied meat, stuffed eggs, lamb, 
traditional Australian dishes, and we, the younger children, painted eggs. Our 
family treated the baking of cakes with great trepidation; it was not even possible 
to slam doors. At the end of the solemn Easter Liturgy, we went home to break 
the fast, and then we went to visit and invited guests to our place. After the 
Easter meal, the children rolled eggs, and my mother brought a special device for 
rolling eggs from Harbin. On Bright Week, Fr. Rostislav served the liturgy every 
day. Mom allowed me not to go to school on Bright Week (which I was delighted 
with!), And then every day I went to the liturgy and served with 
Fr. Rostislav. What is especially memorable from these services is that at the end 
of the Liturgy, a procession of the cross was performed every day around the 
church with the singing of the Paschal Canon. Children together with adults 
carried icons. It was so joyful and gracious, and, perhaps, only in this church 
abroad on Bright Week such processions of the cross were performed every 
day…”

                                                                                               
Sisterhood  Donations                                                                                
$50 CDN to BC Children’s Hospital – helping Children Back to Health. Please, 
remember to donate through PayPal to our own parish church for the monthly 
bills for expenses and utilities. Thank you!
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Pearls of Wisdom

When contemplating the icon of 
the embrace of the apostles [St. 
Peter and St.Paul ]...as they 
continue to embrace in the very 
bosom of Christ, we find two 
immovable guides, a pillar of 
cloud and a pillar of fire, one 
pointing to the gathering, the 
communion of faithful, the joining 
of the body, the stable and solid 
hierarchy of the church;  and one 
pointing to Christ’s great 
commission, the announcing of 

the Word,  the martyrs, the ascetics and those fools of God that sacrifice all for 
Christ. ~ ‘St. Peter on the Right, St. Paul on the Left’ by Jonathan Pageau from Orthodox 
Arts Journal

“Care of souls” - this best defines the principal motivation of the whole life and 
activity of this great man of prayer and holy life [St. John Maximovitch] , great not 
only in our lukewarm age, but- I firmly believe-in the whole history of the 
universal Church of Christ. How otherwise can one explain all that to which I 
was a living witness? How for example, his face would literally be transformed 
during Divine Liturgy on great feasts, emanating an unearthly light; and his eyes, 
always full of divine love, clearly reflected that ineffable joy -unattainable for us 
sinners- at the presence of the Holy Spirit. ~ Archpriest George Larin from Man of 
God, Saint John of Shanghai and San Francisco

Do you read the Gospel every day? This is absolutely necessary – either to read 
the daily Gospel reading (as indicated on the calendar), or if a calendar is not 
available, to read 20 - 30 verses in chronological order, thereby reading the 
complete Gospel. ~ St. John Maximovitch; Pastoral letter written in 1950 
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The whole creation rejoiceth at thy 
divine nativity: for thou wast shown 
forth as an earthly angel, O 
Forerunner and a heavenly man, 
proclaiming to us, the God of heaven 
incarnate. ~ Canticle Five of the Canon

© Divine Florals Cards by Melania 

Be careful. Watch out for your Soul! 
Turn your thoughts away from what 
will soon pass away and turn them 
towards what is eternal. Here you 
will find the happiness that your soul 
seeks, that your soul thirsts 
for.   ...the first question Archbishop 
(St. John), asked of a disciple, was 
“What do you Believe?” In response, 
it was necessary to recite the Creed 
without hesitation. Then he asked 

“Who is your Saint?” because he was insistent that everyone should be familiar 
with their Heavenly patron.  ~ From the Sermon Watch!

The Apostles had unshakeable trust in God, and by fulfilling His will, which girded 
them like a belt, they walked over the whole world and sailed the seas with no 
fear, preaching to all the nations under heaven concerning the kingdom of God, 
teaching all to believe with conviction in our Lord Jesus Christ, despising all the 
threats of their enemies. Like a man dying of thirst feels a fire burning within him, 
so the Apostles saw the world covered in flames, and they thirsted to save all 
mankind, their heart alight with the fire of love that “much water will not be able 
to quench…nor will rivers drown it” (Song of Songs 8:7). In other words, no 
persecutions could ever stop the spread of the Gospel of Love. With such fiery 
love in their hearts, the Apostles hurried to spread the good news of the Gospel 
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of the kingdom to the whole world, from end to end. ~ Excerpt from The 
Sunflower, Conforming the Will of Man to the Will of God, by St. John of Tobolsk; 
ancestor of St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco

Vladika John prayed all the time. He prayed everywhere. It was not without 
reason that Hieromonk Methodius, then in Harbin and also of a spiritual 
mentality, made the subtle remark, “we all start praying, but for Vladika John there 
is no need to “start” praying; he is always in a prayerful state of mind.” And no 
matter what changes occurred in the external surroundings and external life and 
work of Vladika John, the matter of prayer and service to God was always in the 
first place. Nothing could tear him away from this. A man of prayer, his was an 
archpastor caring for human souls and always ready to help, imparting the grace 
of God to his spiritual children and anyone else who was suffering and in need of 
help. Those closest to him who experienced the power of his prayers will always 
carry in their hearts a grateful memory of that warmth and radiance which he 
gave them. Such was our Vladika John. Through the prayers of our Vladika, St. 
John, may our souls be saved! ~ St. Basil's Church 

Nativity of St. John the Baptist


July 7/June 24

Among the Church's feasts, there are three in honour of God's saint which in 
their significance stand out from the others devoted to the saints and are 
numbered among the great feasts of the Church of Christ. These feasts glorify 
the economy of God for our salvation.

These three feasts are the Nativity of St. John the Forerunner, his Beheading, and 
the feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul.

The apparition of the holy Archangel Gabriel to the priest Zacharias in the 
Temple, with the announcement of the birth to him and the righteous Elizabeth, 
of a son who would prepare the way for the Lord, the Saviour of the world, and 
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the subsequent fulfillment 
of this premise, are the 
first of the events related 
by the Evangelists.

The announcement of the 
holy Archangel Gabriel to 
Zacharias in the Temple 
begins the New 
Testament Gospel. The 
announcement of the 
same Archangel Gabriel 
six months later in 
Nazareth to the Virgin 
Mary concerning the 
birth from Her of the 
Son of God, Who was to 
become Incarnate, is a 
continuation of the 
revelation of the Pre-
eternal Counsel 
concerning the salvation 
of the human race.

Three months after, the 
Annunciation, St. John the 
Forerunner was born "in 
a city of Judah," and six 
months after him Christ 
Himself was born in Bethlehem.

These events are closely bound together. "The glorious conception of the 
Forerunner proclaimeth beforehand the King Who is to be born of a 
Virgin" (Exapostilarion, Sept. 23, Feast of the Conception of John the Baptist). 
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The announcement of the Archangel Gabriel in the Temple, announced later to 
all living nearby by Zacharias, in the magnificent hymn, which he sang after the 
birth of the child, John and the restoration to him of the gift of speech (Luke 
1:67-79), is the forerunner of the angelic hymn: "Glory to God in the highest;" 
which was sung in Bethlehem by the angels when they announced to the 
shepherds the Nativity of Christ.

The Nativity of John the Baptist is the first joy sent down by God to the human 
race, the beginning of its deliverance from the power of the devil, sin and eternal 
death.

It is true that even before the Forerunner, the Most Holy Virgin Mary was born, 
and angels announced Her birth to Her parents. However, at that time, only Her 
parents knew of the exalted lot that was prepared for the Virgin Who was born, 
and they themselves were not fully aware of what had been announced to them 
beforehand. Therefore, it was only they, who celebrated at the birth of their 
Daughter, while the rest of the world only later understood the joy that had 
been announced (to it), by this birth.

For this reason, the feasts of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos and Her 
Entrance into the Temple were established in the Church and began to be 
solemnly celebrated significantly later than the other great feasts, whereas the 
Nativity of John the Forerunner is one of the most ancient and most venerated 
of Christian feasts. Sermons on this feast have been preserved from the first 
centuries.

From the day of the Nativity of John the Forerunner, the preparation of the 
human race begins for meeting the Son of God on earth. Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people . . . And thou, child, 
shalt be called the prophet of the Most High: for thou shalt go before the face of 
the Lord to prepare His ways (Luke 1:68, 76). These God-inspired words of the 
priest Zacharias, after he had regained the gift of speech, were made known in all 
the land of Judea, causing disturbance to all living there, who asked each other in 
astonishment: What manner of child shall this be? (Luke 1:66).
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Involuntarily the thought arose: Is this not the Messiah Himself? Judea was in an 
especially tense state of expectation of the Saviour. Thus, the child John prepared 
the way for the Lord by his very birth; and even while he was still in the womb 
of His mother, by his leaping (Luke 1:41) he announced the coming birth of the 
Child Jesus, as if crying out: "Christ is born, give ye glory. Christ comes from 
heaven, meet ye Him" (Irmos, Canticle One of the Canon, Feast of the Nativity 
of Christ).

Being born exactly half a year before Christ, John the Forerunner by the exact 
time of his birth depicted his mission of preparing the way for the Lord. He was 
born at the time of the year (June 24) when the day begins to grow shorter after 
the summer solstice, whereas the Nativity of Christ occurs (December 25) 
when the day begins to grow longer after the winter solstice. These facts are an 
embodiment of the words spoken later, by the Forerunner, after the beginning of 
Christ's preaching: He must increase, but I must decrease (John 3:30).

"The herald of the Sun, the Forerunner" was John the Baptist, who was like the 
morning star that announces the rising of the Sun of Righteousness in the East.

Just as the very event of the Nativity of John the Baptist was the antechamber of 
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so also the feast of the Nativity of John the 
Forerunner is also the antechamber of the feast of the Nativity of Christ. 

"The star of stars, the Forerunner, is born on earth today, from a barren womb, John the 
beloved of God, and manifests the dawning of Christ, the Orient from on high" (Glory at 
Lauds, of the Feast, June 24). "The whole creation rejoiceth at thy divine nativity: for 
thou wast shown forth as an earthly angel, O Forerunner and a heavenly man, 
proclaiming to us, the God of heaven incarnate" (Canticle Five of the Canon). "O 
Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, we who venerate thee with love, are in 
perplexity how worthily to praise thee; for the barrenness of her who bore thee and the 
dumbness of thy father are loosed by thy glorious and precious nativity, and the 
incarnation of the Son of God is preached to the world" (Troparion of the Feast).               
~ by St. John Maximovitch  
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The Holy Apostles Saints                      
Peter & Paul


The day of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul is 
the culminating feasts of the Gospel. Although 
the last event in the life of Christ which is 
related in the Gospel as His Ascension into 
heaven (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51), the preaching 
of the Apostles is closely bound up with the 
Gospel. The Gospel tells us of their being 
chosen, and the Gospel indicates beforehand 
the end of Apostolic activity.

Telling of the appearance of Christ on the Sea 
of Tiberius and the restoration to apostleship 
of Peter, who by his triple confession corrected 
his triple denial, the Apostle and Evangelist John 
the Theologian speaks also of the prediction to 
the Apostle Peter concerning the end of his 
struggle. When thou shalt be old, thou shalt 
stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird 

thee, and carry thee whether thou wouldest not. This spoke He, signifying by 
what death he should glorify God (John 21:18-19).  It was not pleasing to the 
Lord then, to reveal the face of each of the other Apostles, although, when 
sending them to preach, He predicted to them, the persecutions that awaited 
them (St. Matt. 10:17-36). Now, to the question of Peter about John, Christ 
replied: If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou Me (St. 
John 21:22).

The mysterious words of Christ about John, and the extraordinary 
circumstances of the latter's end, have been the cause for the opinion, which 
spread in the Church, beginning from the days of the apostles, that John would 
remain on earth until the Second Coming. Such a view of the end of the earthly 
life of the Apostle John is set forth in part also in the hymns on the day of his 
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memorial, where mention is made of his special closeness to the earthly Church. 
Therefore, the Church does not celebrate the day of the repose of the Apostle 
John the Theologian, which is also revered by the Church as a great feast, as is 
the day of repose of the Apostle Peter, which was definitely predicted by the 
Lord. It is precisely to the Apostle Peter and to no one else, that the Lord 
predicted the culmination of his earthly ministry, because it was Peter who first 
confessed Him, on behalf of all the Apostles, to be Christ, the Son of God; he was 
the first to receive the promise of power to bind and loose, which was 
subsequently given to all the Apostles (St. Matt. 16:16-19; St. Matt. 18:18); and it 
was he who renounced Christ and was again restored to apostleship. Indicating 
to Peter the culmination of his Apostolic preaching when restoring to him the 
Apostolic calling, the Lord thereby reveals the essence of the Apostolic ministry.

The preaching of the Word of God not only by word of mouth, but also by 
deprivations, sufferings and death, constituted the following of Christ and the 
continuation of His work.

The Apostle Peter, as the most zealous of all and one who strove to be before 
the others in word and deed, by his example aroused the other Apostle 
Therefore it is primarily him that Christ addresses. He goes in front of the other 
Apostles, becomes their "leader;" and it is especially to him that the preaching 
among the Jews was entrusted, while the Apostle of the Gentiles was the one 
who received precisely this title, being converted later, the no less zealous Paul 
(Gal. 2:7-9).

These two Apostles were as it were the commanders of the rank of the 
Apostles, which is expressed (in the service to them) by the word "leaders."

Without having authority over others, they both stood in front of all others by 
their warm zeal and labours. Their life was the most brilliant and was a 
personification of the life and labours of all the Apostles. The end of their earthly 
labours was especially impressive, thanks to the fact that it occurred before the 
eyes of the whole world. One of them (Peter) was crucified upside down, and 
the other (Paul) was beheaded, both in Rome, towards which at that time the 
gaze of all peoples was directed. The news of this quickly dew to all the ends of 
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the universe, all the more in that they were both known personally in many 
places; their names were everywhere the Saviour had been preached

The Apostle of the Jews and the Apostle of the Gentiles departed to Christ on 
the same day, as if indicating their equal nearness to God and the oneness of the 
Church of Christ, in which there it neither Greek nor Jew (Col. 3:11). Therefore, 
the day on which the earthly labours ended for "the leaders of the Apostles, who 
laboured more than all," who "separated in body, are together in spirit;" became 
one of the memorable days for the whole Church.

The Apostle John the Theologian was still alive then, being in Ephesus, from 
where he was exiled to the island of Patmos. Not long before his transition into 
the other world, he wrote the Gospel, by which he completed the three Gospels 
written before him, and which he had approved. Having already completed his 
Gospel, he added to it, the account of the manifestation of Christ on the Sea of 
Tiberius in order that quoting precisely the words of Christ about himself, he 
might refute the opinion that he had been promised by Christ to remain on 
earth until the Second Coming.

In this afterward to the Gospel written by him, the Apostle and Evangelist John 
set forth the prediction of Christ to the Apostle Peter concerning his martyr's 
death, and thus he bound the memory of this death with the Gospel.

Just as the last chapter of the Gospel of John is literally the conclusion of the 
whole Gospel, so also the feast dedicated to the fulfillment of the prophecy set 
forth there is as it were the conclusion of all the Gospel events kept in 
remembrance by the Church.

Being an immovable feast, it is nevertheless bound up with the movable feasts, 
since the preparation for it-the Apostles' Fast-begins one week after the feast of 
Pentecost; thus, it depends on the date of the celebration of Pascha.

The feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul indicates the lot of the Holy 
Apostles here on earth and reveals the glory that followed it.
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The earthly lot of the 
Apostles was to go 
around the earth 
preaching of the 
Heavenly Kingdom, in 
this emulating Christ by 
their poverty, 
endurance of dishonour 
and sufferings, by their 
love for the children of 
the Heavenly Father, 
their inward torments 
of childbirth over those 
who heeded their 
preaching and their 
grief over those who 
paid no heed to their 
words and finally, by 
offering themselves as a 
sacrifice.

However, the 
culmination of their 
earthly life is the 
beginning of their 
heavenly glory. Their 

end is for them a dissolving of earthly ties and an ascent to Christ, Whom they 
loved, in order to remain eternally with Him (Phil. 1:23).

The day of their earthly end is the day of their heavenly birth, end the 
celebration of it is a solemnity of the coming of the future age for those who 
have followed Christ in this age. The receiving of the crowns of righteousness 
prepared not only for them, but also for all who love His appearing (II Tim. 4:8). 
Coming after the feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit and being in part bound 
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up with it, the feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul culminates the yearly 
cycle of feasts dedicated to the earthly life of Christ and reveals the essence of 
His promises.

Just as the Nativity of John the Baptist is the foreword to the Gospel and the 
beginning of the events described in it, so also the death of the Holy Apostles 
Peter and Paul is their culmination and the afterward of the Gospel. The Nativity 
of St. John the Baptist is the beginning of the preaching of the Gospel of the New 
Testament on earth; his Beheading is the preaching of it in hell; and the day of the 
Holy Apostles is the realization of it in heaven.

"The firm and God-proclaiming preachers, the pinnacle of the Apostles, Thou hast 
received into the enjoyment of Thy good things and into repose; for Thou didst receive 
their pains and death as above all offerings, O Thou Who alone knowest what is in the 
heart" (Kontakion). "The feast of the all-honourable Apostles hath come, interceding for 
the salvation of all of us. Now mystically clapping our hands, let us say: come into our 
midst invisibly, vouchsafing immaterial gifts for those who praise your feast in 
hymns" (Glory at Lauds).  ~ by St. John Maximovitch

Summer Evening Clouds                       
~ submitted by a 

parishioner

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
O Lord my God, thou art 
very great; thou art clothed 
with honour and majesty. 
Who coverest thyself with 
light as with a garment: 
who stretchest out the 
heavens like a curtain: Who 
layeth the beams of his 
chambers in the waters: 

who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind…           
~ Psalm 104:1-3
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Peregrine Falcon by Julia Halliday (Acrylic)

…springs gush forth in the valleys;                                                                         
they flow between the hills…                                                                            

Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell;                                                             
they sing among the branches.    

   ~ Psalm 104: 10,12
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 Thank You  From…      
Seeds to Harvest 

Dear Friends and Family, …As word gets out that we have helped a couple of 
amputees, we have had several requests for help.  We hadn’t had the money set 
aside for this, but have made special requests in the past, and people have 
responded. We …have a connection with a group of prosthetic specialists from 
the USA who want to come down to Guatemala and hold a clinic in the near 
future. So we are excited and hopeful that this will become a regular thing.  Not 
only do some need prosthetics, but those who already have them often need 
maintenance and new silicone liners which are expensive… It is completely life 
changing for them and gives them the opportunity to take care of themselves 
and their families. Calixto, who we helped with a prosthetic leg and knee now 
runs his own business in the community of Campur in which he lives… Cesar 
who is a double amputee is able to work in the fields and on his little farm to 
help support his family. Before their prosthetics, they were sitting at home 
thinking their lives were over. I wish you could meet them and see the changes in 
their lives. Cesar and his wife and two boys live way up in the mountains of 
Quiche… We are back in Canada for the summer months. We are taking a bit of 
time to relax and enjoy some Canadian summer weather. We hope to get a 
container underway by September, and will be heading back to Guatemala mid 
September…Thank you for all prayers and support… Blessings, Denis & Eileen 

Vision Impact Liberia 

Hello everyone, I am so happy to share with you… we received…donations in 
building supplies and worker wages to build a vocational school for women in 
the ghettos of Liberia who have been living in prostitution to have food to eat. 
The school, well, generator and outhouse is completed and the ladies have begun 
learning. So many of you prayed and gave generously to help us purchase the 
study materials such as sewing machines and items for the other 4 classes. These 
two, prayer and financial giving, make things happen in Vision Impact.  After 8 
months, these women will do an internship with a business of their chosen skill, 
then start a business of their own and never look back!!  THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU THANK YOU!!… Lord bless you, Helen and Eric Fletcher
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Links

• Fund for Assistance to help others in the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia

• Come and Dine      St. Sophia Parish fasting recipes

• Morning Offering  by Abbot Tryphon

• Orthodox Christianity

• Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia

• The Rudder Streaming Orthodox Christian sacred music 24/7

• Orthodox Northwest Bulletin Board for Events and Happenings

• Western America Diocese Official Site

• Abbreviated Prayerbook 

• Official Site of the Montreal and Canadian Diocese

• Blisswood
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Troparion in the Second Tone

We bow down before ine all pure image, O Good One, 
asking forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ God; for 

ou wast well pleased to ascend the Cross in the esh of 
ine own will, that ou mightest save what ou hadst 

created om slavery to the enemy. Wherefore, we cry out to 
ee in thanksgiving: ou hast lled all things with joy, O 

our Saviour, Who hast come to save the world.

Kontakion in the Second Tone

O uncircumscribable Word of the Father, knowing the 
victorious image, uninscribed and divinely wrought, of ine 
ine able and divine dispensation towards man, of y true 

incarnation, we honour it with veneration.

“Christ the Power of God, 
and the Wisdom of God” 

– First Corinthians
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